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Moral Insanity. —Dr. Workman, the Nestor of Canadian 
alienists, (Canadian Practitioner , January and February, 1883,) 
after citing three cases of what he unhesitatingly denominates 
moral insanity, although no intellectual defect was present, cites a 
case from Dr. Clouston of a like nature, and says : “ How many a 
wretched victim of legal and judicial ignorance might in a few 
years ' have found a refuge in an insane hospital, had not the 
gallows anticipated the fiat of nature.” 


Delusions of Hysterics. —The British Medical Journal 
makes the following citations on this subject: Charcot and 
Bourneville give instances of the extraordinary self-deceptions 
frequent among hysterical patients. Dr. Legrand du Saulle, phy¬ 
sician to the Salpetriere, Paris, describes (“ Les Hysteriques ”) 
some remarkable cases of delusion, where females labor un¬ 
der the belief that they have been struck or stabbed by others, 
even after having inflicted blows and wounds upon themselves. 
In one instance a young woman was found by her husband lying 
on the floor of her room in a fainting fit, her face covered with 
blood. On reviving from the swoon she stated that she had been 
attacked by armed men ; the Paris newspapers related the case, and 
within three weeks two similar events occurred in the French 
metropolis. All these cases were fabricated by the supposed 
victims. A young girl wounded herself slightly with a pistol. 
She gave the police authorities the most minute details about an 
imaginary assassin, who, according to her account, fired the 
weapon, but she was found to be highly hysterical, and it was 
proved that she had wilfully wounded herself. In a third case a 
young woman was found in a railway carriage, stabbed in the left 
side. The incident caused great excitement, but it was proved, 
contrary to her assertions, that she had inflicted the wound her¬ 
self, and was an hysterical subject. A house-maid was found lying 
behind a door, bound, gagged, and covered with bruises. She 
stated that she had been brutally attacked by two burglars with 
blackened faces, but she was a highly hysterical woman, and there 
appears to have been strong evidence that she had contrived to tie 
her own hands and to gag and bruise herself. In a case which 
occurred in M. Tardieu’s practice, a young lady, living at Cour- 
bevoie, wished to make herself an object of public interest by 
passing as a victim of a political conspiracy, which she pretended 
to have discovered. One night she was found in a state of the 
greatest mental perturbation at the doors of her apartment. She 
could not talk, but stated, in writing, that she had been attacked 
outside her own house by a man who had attempted to garrote 
her, at the same time striking her twice with a dagger. Only the 
lady’s clothing was injured, and the body of her dress and her 
corset were found to be cut through, but at different levels. She 
tried to make out that the attempt at strangulation had caused 
dumbness. M. Tardieu remarked, in her hearing, that this infirm- 
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ity rapidly disappeared when produced under circumstances of 
this kind. She soon managed to regain her speech, and in a short 
time admitted that the whole narrative had been developed out of 
her inner consciousness. Eccentricity in relatives is ever strongly 
presumptive of self-deception, when a female makes any statement 
or charges of ill-treatment of any kind. The constant fear of 
assassination, especially if based on reasonable grounds, is par¬ 
ticularly liable to predispose nervous or excitable subjects to ex¬ 
traordinary delusions of this kind. The alleged attempt at 
assassination in the case of Lady Florence Dixie by Fenians has in 
all probability this origin. The explanation given of these delu¬ 
sions was advanced in this Journal, July, 1880. 


Executions of Lunatics, and Murders.— GaiHard’s Medi¬ 
cal yournal (March 31, 1883) says, commenting editorially on this 
subject: “ The opinion is very generally expressed that the execu¬ 
tion of lunatics has a tendency to deter other lunatics from murder. 
From an alienistic stand-point this cannot be defended, since every 
lunatic looks upon himself as the centre of the universe, and his 
act as suigeneris. Certain statistics recently collected by Dr. Guy 
(yournal of Mental Science, July, 1882) still further show the 
fallacy of such opinions. The year after the execution of Belling¬ 
ham, an admitted lunatic, the number of murders was double what 
it had been previously, and many of these were committed by 
lunatics. The same phenomenon was observed for three succeed¬ 
ing years. On the other hand, the acquittal of two lunatics did 
not have any effect in increasing the number of murders. Execu¬ 
tions of lunatics have incited other lunatics to commit murder as 
an indirect means of committing suicide.” 


Alternation, Periodicity, and Relapse in Mental Dis¬ 
ease. —Dr. T. S. Clouston (. Edinburgh Medical yournal , July, 
1882) has recently discussed at length this question, more es¬ 
pecially in relation to the subject, so much mooted at present, of 
circular insanity. He says that a careful clinical study of mental 
diseases reveals the fact that there exists in by far the majority of 
all the acute cases, at some time or other, in some form or degree, 
in the course of the disease, a tendency to alternation, periodicity 
of symptoms, remissions, or recurring relapses. Of the three hun¬ 
dred and thirty-eight cases of mental disease admitted to Morning- 
side Asylum in 1881—one hundred and eighty-one of them being 
cases of mania, and one hundred and twenty-nine of melancholia, 
the rest being general paralysis, dementia, etc.—there was in 
eighty-one of the female cases, or forty-six per cent, in that sex, and 
in sixty-seven of the men, or forty per cent, of that sex, relapse, 
alternation, or periodicity of symptoms in the course of their dis¬ 
eases. Many of the three hundred and thirty-eight admissions 
were chronic on admission, so that of the recent cases the decided 



